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Jn Account of the lateRevival of Religion atTaunton,in 
the County of Briftol, about forty Miles Southward of 
Bofton ; in a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Crocker, 
Paftor of the Church there, to the Rev. Mr. Prince. 

Taunton, Nov. 24. 1744+ 
Rev. and very dear Sir, 
Ccording as you defired me fome Time fince, I here 

A prefent you with fome Account of the J/ate remarkable 

Vifit which the Lorp Gop of Hofts hath made this 

Vine which his own right Hand hath planted, by a marvellous 

Effufion of the Spirit of Grace, in his atvakening, convincing, 

humbling, converting, fanétifying, and comforting Infiuences. 
Whatever any may fay or think, I freely declare my firm 

Belief that the great JEHOVAH has been remarkably prefent 

with his People and Ordinances in Zaunton ; in a Way of 

common and /pecial Grace, in reforming his People and in re- 
viving and carrying on the Life and Power of Religion among 
them : as is plain and evident to any, who have been and 
aie acquainted with Things of a religious Nature here ; 
unlefs their Minds are blinded by Infidelity and Enmity, of 
awful and unjuftifiable Prejudices againft the Gofpel and 

Do€trines of Grace ;_ the fovereign and free Spirit of 

Grace, and his Works of Grace upon the Hearts of his 

People. Gop has been with them of a Truth: many have 

felt his Power, and a Number have feen his Glory ; the Go- 

ings of our Gop and King have been glorious in the Aflem- 
blies of his People in this Part of his Vineyard. And indeed 

I can never be enough thankful to our divine REDEEMER, 

I can nevet snowgh adore and magnify his holy Name for the 
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late Difplay of his almighty Grace in the midft of this de2 
People ! 

If the Reformation of ome Perfon is Matter of great |», 
among all the real Friends of Religion ; what then is theRe- 
formation of the generality ofa Town ? = If the effectua!Cop. 
verfion of one Sinner to Gop is Matter of exceeding grea 
Joy among the Angels in Heaven and among the Bria 
groom’s Friends here upon Earth ; Oh then what Matter oj 
foy is there in Heaven and Earth, when Numbers are effec- 
tually converted even in one fingle Town ? 

Wherefore for my own Part, I defire with Humility,De. 
light and Gratitude, to acknowlege to the Praife and Glory 
of free, fovereign and irrefiftible Grace, that whillt the 
Lorn has been watering one Part and another of hy 
Vineyard by the precious Influences of his Spirit, » 
the late remarkable Day of his People’s Vifitation ; he ha 
not altogether pafs*’d us over, or left us dry like Gidem’ 
Fleece ; but has fhowred down the Rain of Righteou 
nefs upon us ; he has wro’t marvellous Things in the mii 
of us; his right Hand and his holy Arm have gotten him th 
Victory, ina Judgment of Charity, over a Number of Sou: 
among us. 

Being diverted by one Means and another, I have for fome 
Time delay’d writing to you, and giving you fome Accous: 
of the late gracious Revival of Religion among this People, 
it has fallen unde: my Knowledge and Obfervation : But 
fthink) Duty and Gratitude to the blefled Gon, and ou 
dear Lonp Jesus, and likewife common Juftice, whic 
we all owe to the World, and to the Caufe of CHRist and 
Intereft of vital Godline/s in the late happy Revival theres 
(which has fuftered fo much by thefe 2mong other Thing, 
viz. the repeated Mifreprefentations wi.ch by fome feem 
have been devis’d and induftrioufly fpread, and by others un 


warily received and publith’d abroad concerning it, as if the 


whole or moft thereof was nothing but a waldScene of Entin 
fiajm, Diforder &c. whereby even fome good People, wh 
either have not had, or have negleéted to improve Opporty 
nities, impartially to examine and fearch into the Nature an 


or ftumbled atit; whillt others thereby may have been cot 
hem 'd in their Infidelity and Security, and in their natura 


bnmity agaift the Power of Godlineis, aud fo take up wit 
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a Form or Nothing in the Room thereof ; being frightned at 
and carefully avoiding the leaft Appearance of it, left they 
fhould turn Enthufiafts, diftraéted, or catch what may be 
look’d upon by fome too much the prevailing Diftemper of 
the Country &c.) I fay thefeThings oblige me to declare and 
publith the Conquefts and Triumphs of theAlmighty Reve s- 
MER, in the midft of the dear People of my Charge. 

It is indeed exceeding difficult to give a juft, faithful and 

impartial Account of what the Lorp has wrought among 
this People in the late Day of his great Grace, fo as [not to 
wrong the Caufe and Intereft of pure and undefiled Religion, 
and the Methods which a fovereign Gop has been pleafed to 
take in ceviving and propagating it among them, either on 
the one Hand or on the other, either by attributing that to it 
which belongs not unto it, but is rather of a contrary Nature 
and Tendency, or by taking that from it which belongs unto 
it, and is Part of its real Beauty and Glory, or at /ea/f cir- 
cumftantially attending it ; either by telling too much or tuo 
little. But relying upon theLor p for his graciousAfiittance, 
I fhall endeavour to give jut, faithful and impartialAccount 
of the Rifeand Progre/s, Nature and Effects, together with 
fome Circum/lances which have attended this Work of God's 
Grace among them ; as in the Sight and fear of Gop, betore 
whom I expect quickly to appear and give up my Account, 
and receive of him according to the Deeds done in the Body 
whether they be good or whether they be evil. 

That I may therefore give you a clearer & jufterReprefen- 
ration of the late furprifing Vilit of the Spirit of Grace, 
it will be proper to give a brief Account of the Stare ut 
Religion among them before the late happy Revival thereo! 

The Number of Families belonging to this Congregation 
is about two Hundred and feventy or eighty. And the Stacie 
of Religion among them before the late happy Revival there ot 
(as far as | have learned) appear’d to be very dark and awful. 
The Church was but {mail confidering the Number of Inha- 
bitants 5; and Deadne/s, Dulne/s, Formality, Secupity &e. too 
awfully abounded among them. Any who were w/e / ir 
gms (as I truft there were a few ) appeared to be flumberi: 


<< fleeping together with the foolish, and Sinners ay peared ta 
ve at Eafe in Som. In a W ord, if is to | f ed 
that there was but alittle of the Life andPower of Gowlinels 


- 


among them, and Isreligion and Immorzality of onc K 
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and another appeared awfully to increafe. Tavern-haunj. 
ings, Divifions and Animofities, Contentions, and to allude 
to that of the Apoftle, every evil Work, Merry- Meetings and 
Frolickings (vulgarly fo called) were much purfued and at. 
tended: Yea to that height of Wickednefs had they arrived, 
that (as I have been informed) they would even contrive them 
on the Lora’s Days ; and Things of that Nature were much 
the Subject of their Converfation upon holy Time. Indeed 
vital and experimental Godlinefs feemed to be almof 
banifhed from among both old and young. The 
holy Sabbaths were awfully mifpent by the Town in 
general ; and their Converfation chiefly turned upon world- 
Jy and vain Topicks, and much Irreverence appeared in the 
Houfe of Gop. From whence it is fomething eafy to form 
a Judgment how the Remainder of the Week was {pent ; in 
as much as the general and prevailing Bent and Temper of the 
Minds and Converfation of a Perfon or People is more or les 
religious and fpiritual, according as they are more or lefs ftria 

and confcientious in their Sanctification of the holy Sabbath, 
As to Doétrines,1 would only obferve ; that as far as I have 
learned, Arminianifm or Doétrines verging that Way awfully 
prevailed among them. Tho’ perhaps:it did not fo openly ap- 
pear what were the religiousPrinciples of many of them in the 
Time of their Security, ’till they came to be moved and 
roufed by the powerful Influences of the Hoty Guost 
which have accompanied the plain Preaching of a crucified 
Jesus. For Perfons may profefs to believe and efteem the 
felf-denying Doétrines taught us in the Gofpel of Curist, 
as they are contained in our Catechi/ms, Confeffions of Fait), 
and contented to by our orthodox Divines &c. yea they may 
think themfelves that they really believe and efteem them, 
until by the powerfullofluences of the Hoty Spiryr accom: 
panying them, they are awakened and are led into fome 
Meafure of an experimental Acquaintance with their own 
Hearts ; and then will they find their natural unbelief of, and 
enmity againft them ; they will find their carnalHearts rifing 
up againft, and cavelling at them ; yeaand come really and 
openly to appear againit them, if the Grace of God, prevent 
not. Many may be able to bear with thofe felf-denymg 
Doé?rines of the Gofpel in the Theory ; who can’t endure 
the Power of them, who can’t endure to fee them exempli- 
ficd in Prediice &c, as is too evident in this Day. But as} 
. faid, 
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faid, the other Doctrines prevailed : Doétrines exceed- 
ingly agreable to the natural Blindnefs, Pride & Haughtinefs 
of humane Nature in this it’s lapfed and depraved Eftate ; 
Doétrines in theirNature & Tendency,contrary to the Tenor 
and Spirit of the Gofpel, and deftructive to theSouls of Men. 

This appeared to be the State of Things of a religious Na- 
ture among this People before the late happy Revival : 
a melancholly and awful State indeed |! 

Thus had this People degenerated from the primitivePiety 
of their Anceffars ! ‘Thus had they almoft funk into the very 
Dregs of Formality, drreligion &c. and feemed, according to 
an humane View, to be almoft ripe for the actual & fignal 
Execution of divine Vengeance upon them! But Gop 
(whofe Thoughts are not our Thoughts, neither are his Ways our 
Ways : For as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, fo are 
bisWays higher than our Ways,and hisThoughts than ourThoughts) 
was pleafed to take this Time wherein marvelloufly to dif- 
play the unfearchable Riches and adorable Sovereignty of di- 
vine Grace among this People! As Gon will be known by 
the ‘Judgments which he executes, fo much more will he be 
known by the aftonifhing Acts of his Grace among the 
apoftate Sons of Men! Oh how glorious did the Riches and 
Sovereignty of divine Grace appear in vifiting this back- 
fliding and rebellious Peopie by a plentiful Effufion of the 
Hoy SPiRiT, in viliting them juft at fuch a Time when 
they had arrived at fuch a Degree of Wickednefs, and in tri- 
umphing over ali their Sins and Vilenefles! Verily Grace 
thus manifefted and difplayed eminentiy appears to be the 
Grace of Gon, boundlefs like Himfelf, infinitely furpaffing 
the Underftandings of Men and Angels ! Surely Gop is 
felf-moved when he fhews Mercy to any Perfon or People ! 
He loves them from Himfe'f ; he loves them becaufe he wil! 
love them ; and he has Compaflion on them, becaufe he will 
have Compaffion on them : /o that it 15 neither of him that 
willeth nor of bim that runneth, but of God that fheweth Mercy t 
Gop gives not his Grace to us either becaufe we are Good, 
or have done any Good! No, Verily. But he gives us his 
Grace that we may be Good and do Good! Gon’s Grace 
is not in the leaft dependent upon, or influenced by, any 
forefeen good Difpofition of Adind, and happy Turn or Pliable~ 
nefs of ill in Man. No! But whenfoever there is any 
good Difpofition of Adind, or happy Turn and Pliablenef of 
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Will in Man, itis all from infinitely free, felf-moving, and 
fovereign Grace! When Gop comes to fhewMercy to any 
Perfon or People, tie finds them in their Blood, caf out into the 
open Fizld to the loathing of their Perfons ; and when be paffis 
by them, he finds them lying polluted in their Blood, and fays untg 
them live : He juftifies and fanétihes them, and the Time is g 
Time of Love, Ezek. 16. Begin. 
But to return--~ 

The People began to be fomewhat reformed by theBlefiing 
of Gop upon the Preaching of the Reverend Mr. Guild (who 
is unce fettled in the Miniftry in the ‘Fer/ys) and others ; and 
before he left them there appeared to be fomewhat more of 
a Reconciliation among them in general. 

Now in tthe Time of his Preaching among them, the 
Rev. Mr. Tennent in his Journey from Boffon to Netw-Port, 
in March 1740,1. vifited and preached to them from Math, 
11. 28. He had a confiderable Number of Hearers confider- 
ing the Shortnefs of the Warning and the Difficulties of the 
Seafon. The E/feé#s of hisPreaching were not deep and laf- 
ing upon the Minds of many of the People, as I have under- 
ftood. Some were filled with Wonder as if they had heard 
ftrange Things to Day, and fome were bro’t under Concern 
of Soul: But I have not found that it was deep and abiding, 
excepting upon ome or two. 

Now from about this Time religious Conver fation increafed 
more and more among fome of the People, by the Bleffing of 
Gop upon the Means of Grace, fome, at leaft, appeared to 
be more tho’tful, and to confider their Ways : Publick Exer- 
cifes were attended with more apparent Diligence, and Seri- 
oufnefs &c. 

About this Time (I think their Frolicks were abandoned, (a) 
and a Number of young Perfons formed themfelves into a 
Society for religious Exercifes ; which Societies had been neg- 
lected for a long Time fince. Thus there appeared to be 
fome external Reformation among many. Sometime alfo 


equa 





(a) Here obferve, that as foon as the great Truths of our 
moft holyReligion, &thegreatConcern of ourSouls&ano- 
ther World are ferioufly tho’t of and laid to Heart; thete 
curfed Frolicks and merry Meetings, thofe Nurferies of 
Impieties and Debaucheries are abandoned by us. . 
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shis Summer, as remember, one was awakened by a {pecial 
Difpenfation of Providence which the Perfon pafied under ; 
whofe Awakenings, I hope, iflued in effectual Conver/ion. 

In the Beginning of 4uguf? 1741. they fent for me tocome 
and preach with them a few Sabbaths upon Probation ; and 
J accordingly engaged with them: for two or three. I went 
and preached my fir/? Sermons to them upon Auguff 16th. | 
found that the People generally attended the public Wor- 
thip with fome Meafure of Headfulnefs and Serioufnefs. 
‘They were much reformed with refpect to the Levity & Va- 
nity. which appear’d in their publicExercifes. Some as I re- 
member were affected in fome of the publicExercifes. I alfo 
heard of fome who were under more Concern of Mind then 
they ufed to be : but I then obferv’d but very little Appear- 
ance of vital & experimental Religion among them,tho’ indeed 
my Obfervation was fhort and narrow. 

One Sabbath Evening | vifited, exhorted and* prayed with 
the before-mentioned Society of young Perfons: And they 
feem’d to be ferioufly affetied & concerned,tho’ not under deep 
and clear {piritual Convi€tions as I could Jearn. 

Having preached the three Sabbaths, 1 had given them En- 
couragement to expect, I was invited to tarry and preach 
longer with them upon Probation: to which I confented. 

About this Time, by Rumours of the religious Stir andCom- 
motion abroad, and efpecially at Bridgewater, many of thein 
were probably ftirred up to talk more about thefe Things 
fome for and fome againft them. 

At length the Church came to a Choice of me for their 
Pa/ftcr. 

And about this Time hearing how Religion flourifhed in 
many Places in Conne@icut, (tho’ indeed I was fometimes 
fiumbled at fome Things which I heard reported from thence 
concerning fome Varts of their Conduct, yet I believed there 
was a glorious remarkable W ork of Gop’s Grace revived and 
cafrying on among the People there, and alfo in fome other 


Places in the Land, and hope [ was in fome Meafure enabled 
to rejoice therein) 1 had fome Senfe of the awful State of 
Religion in Taunton ; and on a particular Time cfpecially 
was filled withDiftrets on that Account,together with earnett 
Detires thatGop would alto vint them with his fpecialGrace, 
that he would revive and propagate the Power of Godlinefs 
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After this, fometime in O@ober, the Rev. Mr. Daniel 
Rogers, having been. preaching at other Places, came and 
preach’d a Sermon at Raynham, a Town adjoining to this. | 
was there with fome of this People and heard him. There 
appeared tome to be a Savour of the Hory Spirit in 
his Miniftrations, which made me defirous that he fhould 
preach here alfo. Accordingly,I invited him to go home,and 
preach aLeé¢ture for me the mextDay in the Forenoon,to which 
he confented, & Notice thereof was given among thePeople as 
generally as might be. People began now to be more /wift to 
hear ,& there was aconfiderable Number attended theLeffure 
with fome from other meighbouringTowns. ‘There were fome 
which came from Middleborough Weft-Precin&t, who being a- 
wakened beiore,appeared to be under clear and deep fpiritual 
Conviéions of their Sin and Danger ; and in greatDiftrefs and 
Agony of Soul therefor, whom Mr. Rogers obferving,he fpake 
to them as remember. I alfo fpake to the People, defiring 
them not to Le affrighted or difturbed in their Attention by thee 
convinced and diftrefled Perfons, their Agonies, Groanings. 
Having obferved thefe Things to the People (becaufe they had 
never feen the like before) he proceeded.---And he gave usa 
Sermon, from ‘fob. 5.40. His Difcourfe appear’d to be 
very fpiritual, and I truft, was attended by the Power of the 
Hoty Guost. In his Difcourfe he open’d to us and con- 
firmed the State of egal and /piritual Death, wherein all 
Mankind naturally lye, as is implied in the Text : He more- 
over fhew’d us what thatLife was for which we were to come 
to CHRIST, as it confifts in a Freedom fromCondemnation, 
and in a Conformity to the moral communicable Ex- 
cellencies of the blefled Gon: He alfo mentioned fome of 
thofe Reafons why Sinners w/l not come to CHRIST, or be- 
lieve on him that they might live, &c. Heapply’d his Dif- 
courfe ; urging upon Sinners the ab/alute Neceffity of Coming 
to CHRIsT or believing on his Name, that thofe which were 
naturally dead in Trefpafles and Sins, might live a Life of 
Juftification and Sanétification, &c. A folemn and awful 
Serioufnefs appear’d among the People, and thofe before- 
mention’d who came from the Precing appear’d to be in aw- 
ful Diftrefs and Anguifh of Soul &c. 


(To be continued. ) 








